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I. Introduction 
 

The introduction of modern education in Jharkhand from 1850 to 2000 AD ushered in a complex era 

of transformation for the Adivasi society. Initially driven by colonial imperatives, modern education 

was employed by the British administration primarily to serve bureaucratic and economic interests, 

often neglecting the Adivasi populace due to socio-economic disparities and cultural barriers. 

However, the advent of missionaries facilitated educational access for some Adivasi communities, 

albeit with the dissemination of Western values and religious teachings [1]. Post-independence, the 

Indian government embarked on initiatives to expand education, including reservations and 

scholarships, aiming to empower marginalized groups like the Adivasis. Modern education brought 

about significant changes, leading to shifts in traditional livelihoods, increased awareness of rights 

The Forests to the Classroom: Unravelling the Impact of Modern 

Education on Jharkhand's Adiwasi Society (1850-2000) 
 

G. Rama Kumari 

Research Scholar, Dept. of History, YBN University, Rajaulatu, Ranchi 

 

   

A B S T R A C T 
 

The introduction of modern education in Jharkhand from 1850 to 

2000 AD marked a transformative period for the Adiwasi society, 

characterized by colonial imperatives, missionary influences, and 

post-independence initiatives. Colonial education, driven by 

administrative needs and missionary endeavors, initially neglected 

Adiwasi communities but later facilitated access, albeit with 

cultural assimilation. Post-independence, government efforts 

aimed to empower marginalized groups, leading to shifts in 

livelihoods, socio-political awareness, and emergence of Adiwasi 

leaders. However, challenges including cultural conflicts and 

educational inequities persisted. Despite complexities, education 

became integral to Adiwasi identity, enabling socio-economic 

participation and advocating for social justice. Understanding this 

historical context illuminates the nuanced impact of modern 

education on Adiwasi communities in Jharkhand. 

 

Keywords: Transformation, Empowerment, Identity, Adiwasi 

communities in Jharkhand, Modern Education, Jharkhand's 

Adiwasi Society (1850-2000) 

 
   

 

http://www.ijamsr.com/


Vol 7, Issue 3, 2024   Impact Factor: 5.355        DOI: https://doi.org/10.31426/ijamsr.2024.7.3.7112 

           

 

 

    IJAMSR  7 (3)                         March 2024                         www.ijamsr.com                           8 

 

International Journal of  

Advanced Multidisciplinary Scientific Research (IJAMSR) ISSN:2581-4281 

and social issues, and the emergence of Adivasi leaders advocating for their communities. Yet, 

alongside these advancements, challenges arose, such as cultural alienation and conflicts within 

Adivasi societies over the preservation of tradition versus embracing modernity. Nonetheless, 

education played a pivotal role in shaping Adivasi identity and empowerment, enabling active 

participation in socio-economic and political spheres, fostering intellectual discourse, and 

contributing to the ongoing quest for social justice and sustainable development in Jharkhand's 

Adivasi communities [2]. 

 

II. Review of Literature 

Ghosh, K. (2006). The dissertation examined the political dynamics surrounding the portrayal of the 

"tribal" or adivasi in Indian modernity, with a focus on the concept of primitiveness. It was posited 

that the portrayal of the adivasi as primitive was both influenced by and influenced Indian national 

modernity, creating a contradiction in the conventional depictions of this "national modern". The 

study employed a methodological approach that involved thorough fieldwork on the adivasi 

movement opposing the Koel-Karo hydropower project in Jharkhand, India. Additionally, archival 

research on the historical and contemporary administration of Jharkhand, both during the colonial 

period and after India gained independence, was incorporated. This enabled the demonstration of the 

emergence of a distinct division between the "primitive adivasi margin" and the "modern national 

mainstream" as a result of specific types of "exclusive governmentality" implemented by the early 

colonial State in respect to tribal groups. The nation-state selectively incorporated methods of 

governmentality into its rationale. The recognition of adivasi as a primitive alterity located outside 

the Hindu-Aryan nation resulted in the exploitation of adivasi populations in the name of 

development or national progress. Additionally, it created a larger aesthetic that associated violence, 

killings, and eroticism with the concept of a "national modern" in relation to the "adivasi primitive." 

At the same time, the division between adivasi and mainstream society could be interpreted in many 

ways by adivasi individuals in certain contexts. This interpretation could either reinforce or challenge 

the dominant ideas of the government and traditional understanding of resistance against it. One 

aspect to consider was the rise of adivasi politics, which aligned itself with the progressive reasoning 

and influential authority of the State, with the aim of advocating for and expediting the establishment 

of a homeland for the adivasi community in Jharkhand. Conversely, the actions initiated by exclusive 

government control were reconfigured into a distinct framework of governing specific areas and 

regions in indigenous movements such as KoelKaro. This compelled a reconsideration and 

reevaluation of established norms for comprehending cultural identity and the dynamics of diversity. 

Within this diverse postcolonial context, the representation of the adivasi served as a deconstructive 

example that supported attempts to describe alternative forms of modernity and anticipate the 

development of new concepts of justice and politics. 
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Higham, R., & Shah, A. (2013). The article suggested an anthropological approach to affirmative 

action that was integrated with a study of the broader political and economic changes within which 

affirmative action policies were developed. This method, which took into account historical context, 

allowed for the examination of the specific impacts of affirmative action on the processes of socio-

economic marginalization. The essay primarily examined the use of preferential treatment policies 

and the supply of education as a reaction by the government to address historical marginalization. 

The policies were examined within the framework of adivasis (tribal or indigenous peoples) in 

Jharkhand, India. The study demonstrated that while there had been an improvement in overall 

educational achievements among adivasis due to these initiatives, disparities in comparative results 

were being perpetuated and were expanding. This could be partly attributed to the market-driven 

advancements in the private education sector, which mostly benefited the more privileged segments 

of society, surpassing the predominantly government-led progress for the adivasis. The research 

highlighted the constraints of current affirmative action policies in influencing the social and 

economic status of marginalized groups in situations where the state was becoming less universal and 

ambitious. 

 

Kujur, A. S. (2019). Adivasis were ethnic groups in India that were officially recognized as 

scheduled tribes by the government. In other regions, those individuals were referred to as 

indigenous or aborigines. According to the 2011 census, the number of Adivasis in the nation was 

around 10.45 crore, accounting for 8.6 percent of the overall population. Jharkhand was a significant 

dwelling place for Adivasi groups among the states of the Indian union. The state was home to 

around 32 Adivasi communities, officially recognized as scheduled tribes by the Indian government. 

These groups accounted for 26 percent of the state's population. Various challenges and concerns in 

the advancement of the Adivasi population needed immediate response. Nevertheless, the most 

significant aspect was the advancement of education, which allowed all people to benefit from the 

progress made. This research aimed to examine the educational situation among the Adivasi 

communities of Jharkhand, focusing on the levels of literacy, school enrollment, and dropout rates. 

An in-depth investigation found a significant number of students enrolled, but a concerning lack of 

reading skills and poor rates of student retention. One might also have detected the variation in 

educational progress across different Adivasi communities. 

 

Carrin, M. (2020). Tribal children and teenagers in Jharkhand, who were marginalized in Indian 

culture, adapted and shared different types of indigenous knowledge. They did this by passing it on 

from one network to another with the help of their peers and young volunteers. The body of 

knowledge underwent transformation as a result of formal education, colonization, post-colonization, 

and the assertion of tribal identity. Consequently, young people discovered new avenues to 

collectively exercise their influence and express their agency. Indigenous knowledge was influenced 

by the religious movement known as Sarna Dhorom, which advocated for a return to holy groves. 

This movement had been pushed by several spiritual leaders since the 1960s and was associated with 
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the development of an indigenous script and a novel type of literacy. Based on careful observation 

and interviews with children in a classroom setting, the contention was that kids possessed the ability 

to maintain their own symbolic independence while still engaging in the transmission of cultural 

norms and values. At a young age, children quickly recognized that their classroom experiences were 

associated with textbooks and government authority, while they saw village knowledge as the 

wisdom passed down from their ancestors. By comparing the circumstances of children and youth in 

two rural villages - one located far from urban areas and the other closer to an urban center - the 

article demonstrated that those residing in remote areas expressed a desire to initiate local initiatives 

in collaboration with adults, whereas those studying in proximity to an urban center cultivated 

aspirations of participating in a globalized society. 

 

Ghosh, K. (2006). Tribal children and teenagers in Jharkhand, who were marginalized in Indian 

culture, adapted and shared different types of indigenous knowledge. They did this by passing it on 

from one network to another with the help of their peers and young volunteers. The body of 

knowledge underwent transformation as a result of formal education, colonization, post-colonization, 

and the assertion of tribal identity. Consequently, young people discovered new avenues to 

collectively exercise their influence and express their agency. Indigenous knowledge was influenced 

by the religious movement known as Sarna Dhorom, which advocated for a return to holy groves. 

This movement had been pushed by several spiritual leaders since the 1960s and was associated with 

the development of an indigenous script and a novel type of literacy. Based on careful observation 

and interviews with children in a classroom setting, it was contended that kids possessed the ability 

to maintain their own symbolic independence while still engaging in the transmission of cultural 

norms and values. At a young age, children quickly recognized that their classroom experiences were 

associated with textbooks and government authority, while they saw village knowledge as the 

wisdom passed down from their ancestors. By comparing the circumstances of children and youth in 

two rural villages - one located far from urban areas and the other closer to an urban center - the 

article demonstrated that those residing in remote areas expressed a desire to initiate local initiatives 

in collaboration with adults, whereas those studying in proximity to an urban center cultivated 

aspirations of participating in a globalized society. 

 

Mundu, B. J. (2006). The thesis, titled 'On the Future of Indigenous Traditions: The Case of 

Adivasis of Jharkhand, India', primarily examined the Adivasis as the indigenous population of India 

via the use of a case study. It briefly discussed significant historical facts about the Adivasis 

communities then situated in the central-eastern region of the nation. Furthermore, it delved into the 

origins that shaped their customary establishments, which had significant influence on their social 

and cultural governance. These institutions also demonstrated their social and cultural identity, 

signifying that these groups of people were the historical communities that needed proper 

acknowledgment to claim their collective rights within the current nation-state. This case examined 

several viewpoints about the conflict between collective rights and individual rights of the state. The 
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thesis explored the intellectual and practical aspects of the Adivasis' institution and its contemporary 

significance. The traditional social-cultural institution of the Adivasi peoples, which was closely 

connected to the natural cycles and was evident in their cultural practices, developed a politics that 

required examination within the context of the contemporary nation-state. The thesis provided an 

overview of the topic of Adivasis' identity as the study focus, considering its limitations and the 

approaches used. Firstly, it pertained to distinct collections of materials that established the Adivasi 

as the autochthonous population of the nation. Simultaneously, it elucidated how the peculiarity of 

Adivasis was indicated and portrayed via their current traditional activities. Nevertheless, their 

traditional customs had lost significance in the present day owing to historical factors. The text 

examined the influence of the State on the Adivasis within this particular context. It explored the 

political affiliation of the Adivasis, which was based on their traditional customs and its 

compatibility with the current national legal framework. This encompassed the clash between their 

communitarian identity and the broader society and government. The primary emphasis from there 

on was on the advantages of the customary system within the context of the State's legal system. The 

empirical data complemented the aforementioned ideas by providing further support via the use of 

case illustrations and analysis. The study closed by addressing wider challenges that had impacted 

the fundamental customary practices of the Adivasis. It provided an analysis with conclusions that 

highlighted specific areas for additional inquiry in academic debate. 

 

Sharma, K. L. (1976). Three factors were deemed crucial in the Jharkhand movement: (1) the 

administrative unity of the region; (2) exploitation of the people and the material resources of the 

region by 'outsiders', mainly north Biharis; and (3) ethnic differences between the people of 

Chhotanagpur and Santhal Parganas and the people of north Bihar. The various movements in South 

Bihar and Santhal Parganas were not apparently 'political' before the 1940s; they only aimed at tribal 

awakening and social and economic uplift. But later on, the leaders of the movements realized that 

unless they ejected the north Bihar leaders and other 'outsiders' from positions of power and 

authority, they would not be able to deliver their own people. This paper argues that the basic forces 

underlying these movements were economic and ethnic and not 'political'; the 'political culture' of the 

movements was a strategy or a consequence of these forces rather than a determining factor. 

 

Mundu, B. J. (2006). The thesis, 'On the Future of Indigenous Traditions: The Case of Adivasis of 

Jharkhand, India,' in its entirety, by making it a case study, brought a focus on the Adivasis as the 

indigenous peoples of India. It touched upon a few important historical facts of the groups of 

Adivasis now located in the central-east part of the country. Additionally, it went on into the sources 

that determined their traditional institutions, which played an important role in their social and 

cultural administration. These institutions also manifested their social-cultural identity, indicating 

that these groups of people were historical communities that needed their due recognition to assert 

their collective rights within the present nation-state. This focused case touched upon different 

perspectives on collective rights vis-à-vis the state’s individual rights issue. The thesis brought forth 
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the conceptual and practical realities of Adivasis’ institutions and their relevance at that time. The 

customary social-cultural institution of the Adivasi peoples, symbiotically linked to the cycles of 

nature reflected in their cultural practices, evolved a politics that needed to be studied in the 

discourse of the modern nation-state. The thesis gave an introduction to the issue of Adivasis’ 

identity as the research problem within its limitations and the use of methodologies. To start with, it 

dealt with different sets of sources, which determined that the Adivasi were the indigenous peoples 

of the country. At the same time, it explained how Adivasis' distinctiveness was signified and 

represented through their existing customary practices. However, their customary practices had 

become less influential due to historical reasons in the contemporary period. Within this reality, the 

role of the State and its impact on the Adivasis was also discussed. It further discussed the political 

association of the Adivasis, derived from their customary practices, and the benchmarks in the 

present national legislative system. This included the conflict of their communitarian identity with 

society at large and the State. The main focus henceforth was on the strengths of the customary 

system in the reality of the legal system of the State. The empirical data supplemented the above 

positions taken with case illustrations and analysis. The study concluded with a discussion on 

broader issues, issues which had affected the basis of the customary practices of the Adivasis and 

gave an analysis with findings indicating certain areas which the thesis identified to be considered for 

further research in the academic discourse. 

 

Mahato, D. (2024). This article aimed to demonstrate the positive impacts of Christian missionaries 

functioning in different regions of India while maintaining a mindset free from animosity. Wherever 

missionaries traveled, they saw that the population, particularly the impoverished, destitute, 

exploited, and marginalized sectors, had a high level of education. These individuals were instilled 

with optimism, and the missionaries had been endeavoring to assist them in matters pertaining to 

politics, society, economy, and education. This research used qualitative data from two villages, Itki 

and Bhagwanpur, located in the Ranchi and Deoghar districts of Jharkhand State, to investigate the 

impact of missionary schools on tribal education. A number of pertinent subjects were discovered. 

Data was gathered in the years 2006 and 2007 from pupils aged 6 to 14. Moreover, the data included 

the viewpoints of diverse individuals, including local administrators, elected officials, leaders from 

both tribal and non-tribal communities, and members of non-governmental organizations. It strove to 

focus on underexplored scientific domains. This study was the first attempt to examine the impact of 

Christian missionaries on the advancement of education in the Indian state of Jharkhand using 

empirical analysis. The study's findings had significant policy implications for comprehending their 

impact on the educational opportunities available to the tribal community in Jharkhand. This study 

also confirmed that the tribal population of Bhagwanpur village had markedly inferior levels of 

education compared to those of Itki, since the hamlet had just one government school. The Adivasi 

people were our ancestors. However, the majority of contemporary researchers, both from Asia and 

the Western world, often used the word "tribe" rather than "Adivasi." This usage was detrimental to 

the Adivasi community, who were the original indigenous inhabitants of India. In Indian settings, the 
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word "Tribe" referred to the enduring influence of British colonialism. The Adivasi people were 

really an integral component of the diverse fabric of Indian society. The ancient Indian literature 

abounded with examples of this kind of substantiation. The social and cultural institutions of the 

Adivasi people exhibited distinctiveness. They successfully disassociated themselves from the 

purportedly amalgamated (Hybrid!) society. Chotanagpur's educational system, along with that of the 

surrounding area, which encompassed a significant portion of Eastern India, had been continually 

neglected by foreign rulers, despite the region's abundant historical significance. Numerous historical 

artifacts from the 6th century B.C., when Lord Buddha and Mahavira delivered lectures, were still 

present. Eastern India had a pivotal role in initiating a religious revival over the whole country of 

India within the context of the Protestant Movement. Regrettably, its illustrious history had 

transformed into a snare. Inquiries over the indigenous education system were a persistent issue 

throughout the medieval and British Raj eras. In order to improve the quality of life for those who 

had not committed any legal offenses, they opted to take no action. They had to depend alone on 

their own native educational system. Tribal education mostly relied on traditional methods of 

informal learning to preserve and pass on their culture over successive generations. 

 

Athreya, A., & Goddeeris, I. (2023). The correlation between the governing bodies of newly 

sovereign India and mission schools, specifically focusing on the Society of Jesus (Jesuits) in 

Chotanagpur (then South Bihar, now Jharkhand) as a case study, was examined in this article. The 

viewpoint and sources provided by the Jesuits were utilized. The relationships throughout the late 

1940s and early 1950s were characterized by significant strain. A plethora of concerns, such as 

financial issues, scheduling, acknowledgment, and administration, reflected the struggle for control 

over the mission schools. Nevertheless, these disputes waned in the late 1950s, among other reasons, 

as policymakers saw the advantages of mission schools, which effectively educated students and 

contributed to the collective suppression of communism. 

 

Mishra, N. (2018). Tribal tribes in India had formed their own identity in direct association with the 

natural resources that shaped their cultural traditions, economics, social control mechanisms, 

religious stories, and production skills. They had established a mutually beneficial relationship with 

their immediate surroundings. Land had a significance beyond its economic value for them; it 

symbolised their cultural identity and existence. Tribal people in post-colonial India had experienced 

not just exclusion from development processes but also displacement from their own residences, all 

in the name of progress. Due to mainstream development processes, tribal societies experienced 

marginalisation in nearly every aspect of social life, since these processes tended to produce social 

spaces characterised by inequality. Over 50% of them suffered from malnutrition, while two-thirds 

remained uneducated and lived in poverty. Globalisation had led to the acquisition of more land to 

promote investment by both Indian and international private sectors in the tribal area of Middle India. 

As a result of being marginalised, their established social position of 'self-representation' had become 

uncertain. The deprivation of their land had raised concerns over their indigenous identity. Based on 
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previous research and personal observations, this dissertation aimed to investigate the effects of 

industrialization on tribal identity and cultural survival in India, namely in Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, 

and Odisha. The desire for a separate state arose in response to the increasing influence of capitalism 

in the natural resource-rich regions of South Bihar, to address issues of colonialism and the 

autonomy of indigenous people. Since the late 1980s, the Jharkhandi movement had gained 

significant attention as it advocated for self-governance for the indigenous population. Indeed, the 

indigenous inhabitants, particularly the adivasis, residing in regions that had seen significant changes 

due to modernization, colonisation, and the influence of the Indian government, sometimes faced 

difficulties in managing their daily lives. Occasionally, they were susceptible to the effects of 

'progress' and growth, but other times they were capable of asserting their own influence and 

navigating systems of power. This analysis demonstrated the failure of the splitting of Jharkhand 

from Bihar and Chhattisgarh from Madhya Pradesh to fulfil their intended objectives. The following 

questions would be raised: How could the involvement of resource-rich states (Odisha, Jharkhand, 

and Chhattisgarh) as actors lead to cultural changes among Adivasi communities? How did the local 

adivasi situate themselves within the framework of state growth that enabled the capitalist project? 

The paper also analysed and interpreted the meaning of development when the manifestations of 

displacement, ethnic genocide, and dispossession occurred in resource-rich regions of India. 

 

Aaron, S. J. (2005). The contemporary history of the Jharkhand area in India might have been seen 

as a narrative of insufficient pacification of indigenous populations by both the colonial and 

postcolonial administrations. The adivasi communities had been negatively impacted by the 

introduction of alien land tenure laws by the British, the expansion of hostile political and 

commercial interests, and the exploitation of vast mineral reserves as part of India's development 

efforts. These factors had led to land alienation, displacement, and reduced access to common 

property resources for the adivasi communities. Adivasis had expressed their opposition to reservoir 

dams, mining activities, and forestry efforts via issue-based people's movements in different regions. 

Throughout history, Christians had been in the forefront of advocating for tribal sovereignty, 

although comprising just four percent of the population. This study aimed to examine the 

transformation of the highly socialised generation of Christian political activists that emerged in the 

1930s, as well as the ways in which activists and the structured church adapted to new conditions. 

The study evaluated the involvement and effectiveness of Christian social movement activists in 

Ranchi district, based on field visits and a case study of the Koel Karo agitation. It also examined 

their relationship with mainline churches and non-Christian adivasi activists. The statement asserted 

that the existence of a substantial Christian institutional presence provided the framework for 

activists to engage in political activities and played a vital role in maintaining the rhetoric of 

subordination that was the basis of tribal politics in the state. These activists emphasized Adivasi 

identity above religious allegiance, emphasizing the importance of land connection. This emphasis 

was perhaps connected to unique historical influences of conversion. Christians participated actively 

in various informal protest organizations that mobilized public movements and worked towards 
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safeguarding the rights of adivasis in the recently established state. Christian activists were mostly 

motivated by factors other than religious beliefs and were not financially supported by foreign 

missionary organizations. Furthermore, religious disparities had not significantly hindered 

cooperation with non-Christian adivasis. The church leadership had general sympathy for social 

movements, but the conservative cultural positions of the clergy hindered the potential for 

collaboration. Comprehending the intricacies of Christian social activism was important because it 

helped to counteract potential distortions of social movements in a situation where there was a 

deadlock between the interests of the indigenous people and the government's push for 

industrialization, amidst the conflicting influences of "investor confidence," Hindu nationalism, and 

Maoist rebellion. 

 

Tunte, V. (2023). Recent efforts to comprehensively examine the many castes and tribes in India 

were undertaken on a significant scale. Anthropologists, researchers, and academics were actively 

endeavoring to comprehensively examine the social, cultural, and historical aspects of marginalized 

communities. Despite the society's lack of strength and advancement, the community exhibited a 

unique and ongoing process of cultural linkages and convergence. Western scientists and Christian 

missionaries mostly concentrated their efforts on studying native societies. Consequently, an attempt 

to investigate this research began from this perspective, asking what caused them to remain 

unaffiliated with civic society. During the period after independence, attempts were made to see this 

community in a favorable light, resulting in the first compilation of tribal groups released in 1950, 

with a separate list issued in 1976. The research further examined the comprehensive information 

gathered from the 1991 census data, where tribal communities, as a whole, were included under the 

category of 'Scheduled Tribe', as per Article No. 342 (1) of the Indian Constitution. The objective of 

this research paper was to analyze the contemporary tribal movement in Maharashtra and conduct an 

in-depth examination of its intricacies. 

 

Singh, A. (2018). Following independence, India experienced a notable display of language assertion 

as a clear indicator of identity, regionalism, and political influence. During the debate, the Adivasi 

languages of Jharkhand sought to establish their uniqueness by advocating for the recognition of their 

language and culture, in order to strengthen their argument for a separate state. Nevertheless, the 

establishment of Jharkhand on 15 November 2000 was primarily driven by the collective power and 

unity of the pan-Adivasi community in the state, rather than linguistic factors. The Santhals of 

eastern India, after gaining independence, had asserted their language rights, leading to the inclusion 

of the Santhali language in the Eighth Schedule of the Indian Constitution. This development 

motivated the Oraons, the second largest Adivasi community in Jharkhand speaking the Kurukh 

language, to also demand linguistic recognition. Although this reinforced linguistic ethnicity and 

regionalism, it undeniably weakened the historical recognition of pan-Indian Adivasihood. This 

contradiction enhanced the relevance of the study. Another intriguing aspect of the literary 

movement was its association with political overtones, which the paper aimed to analyze. The first 
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section of the study aimed to determine the level of demand for the Kurukh language compared to 

other Adivasi languages in the state. The second section described the cultural movement that 

revolved around it, aiming to strengthen the unique ethnicity of the Oraons and assert its advantages. 

The third section examined the efforts made by government and linguistic organizations to promote 

the movement and gain endorsement for it. The final section evaluated the current status of the 

Kurukh language in Jharkhand and the implications that arose from it. 

 

III. Historical Context 

 

The historical context surrounding the introduction of modern education in Jharkhand is 

characterized by several key factors: 

 

i. Pre-Colonial Education: Before the advent of modern education, Adiwasi communities in 

Jharkhand had their own indigenous systems of learning and knowledge transmission. These 

systems were deeply rooted in oral traditions, folklore, community practices, and spiritual 

beliefs. Education was holistic, integrating practical skills, cultural values, and spiritual 

teachings [3]. 

 

ii. Colonial Rule: With the expansion of British colonial rule in India, particularly during the 

19th century, the landscape of education underwent significant changes. The British 

introduced formal education systems primarily to serve the interests of the colonial 

administration. They established missionary schools, government-run institutions, and 

English-medium education, aiming to create a class of clerks, interpreters, and loyal subjects 

to assist in colonial governance. 

 

iii. Missionary Influence: Christian missionaries played a prominent role in the spread of modern 

education in Jharkhand. They established schools and educational institutions, often in remote 

tribal areas, as part of their evangelical and civilizing missions. These missionary schools 

offered formal education in Western subjects alongside Christian religious teachings, 

contributing to cultural assimilation and the erosion of indigenous practices [4]. 

 

iv. Impact on Traditional Societies: The introduction of modern education had profound 

implications for Adiwasi societies in Jharkhand. It disrupted traditional modes of learning and 

social organization, leading to generational conflicts and cultural dissonance. While some 

individuals embraced modern education as a pathway to social mobility and economic 

advancement, others resisted its influence, perceiving it as a threat to their cultural identity 

and autonomy. 
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v. Emergence of Tribal Movements: The spread of modern education coincided with the 

emergence of tribal movements and resistance against colonial exploitation and cultural 

hegemony. Adiwasi leaders and intellectuals, educated in Western institutions, played pivotal 

roles in articulating grievances, mobilizing communities, and advocating for tribal rights and 

autonomy. Education became a tool for political consciousness-raising and collective action 

against oppressive structures. 

 

vi. Post-Independence Era: The period following India's independence in 1947 witnessed efforts 

to democratize education and promote inclusive development in Jharkhand. The state 

government, civil society organizations, and international agencies initiated various 

educational programs aimed at improving access, quality, and relevance of education for 

Adiwasi communities. However, challenges such as inadequate infrastructure, teacher 

shortages, linguistic diversity, and cultural sensitivity persisted, hindering the realization of 

educational equity and social justice [5]. 

 

Understanding the historical context of modern education in Jharkhand is essential for analyzing its 

impact on Adiwasi society from 1850 to 2000 AD. It illuminates the complex interplay of colonial 

legacies, indigenous resilience, socio-political dynamics, and educational interventions shaping the 

trajectory of Adiwasi communities in the region. 

 

IV. Colonial Influence 

 

The colonial influence on the introduction of modern education in Jharkhand was multifaceted and 

shaped by the objectives and policies of the British colonial administration: 

 

i. Administrative Imperatives: The British colonial rulers perceived education as a means of 

consolidating their authority and facilitating governance in India. Modern education systems, 

characterized by English-medium instruction and standardized curricula, were introduced to 

train a cadre of clerks, administrators, and intermediaries to assist in the administration of 

British territories, including Jharkhand [6]. 

 

ii. Evangelical Mission: Alongside administrative goals, Christian missionaries played a 

significant role in promoting modern education in Jharkhand. Missionary schools and 

educational institutions were established across the region with the dual aim of providing 

formal education and disseminating Christian religious teachings. The missionaries viewed 

education as a tool for social upliftment, moral reform, and cultural transformation, often 

seeking to assimilate Adiwasi communities into mainstream Christian society. 
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iii. Civilizing Mission: The colonial discourse framed modern education as a civilizing mission 

aimed at "uplifting" indigenous populations and inculcating European values, beliefs, and 

norms. British educational policies emphasized the superiority of Western knowledge 

systems and sought to replace indigenous forms of learning with standardized, Eurocentric 

curricula. This approach contributed to the marginalization and erasure of indigenous 

knowledge, languages, and cultural practices. 

 

iv. Social Stratification: The introduction of modern education in Jharkhand engendered social 

stratification and hierarchies within Adiwasi society. Access to education, particularly 

English-medium instruction, became a marker of social status and privilege, reinforcing 

existing disparities between the educated elite and the rural masses. The colonial education 

system perpetuated inequalities based on caste, class, and ethnicity, excluding marginalized 

groups from educational opportunities and socio-economic advancement [7]. 

 

v. Resistance and Adaptation: Despite the imposition of colonial education, Adiwasi 

communities in Jharkhand demonstrated resilience, resistance, and agency in negotiating the 

impact of modern schooling. Some individuals and communities resisted the assimilative 

agendas of colonial education, advocating for the preservation of indigenous languages, 

cultural traditions, and knowledge systems. Others embraced education as a means of 

empowerment, seeking to navigate the complexities of colonial modernity while asserting 

their cultural identity and rights. 

 

vi. Legacy and Continuity: The colonial legacy continues to permeate the educational landscape 

of Jharkhand, influencing institutional structures, pedagogical practices, and socio-cultural 

attitudes towards education. Post-independence efforts to decolonize education and promote 

inclusive development have sought to address historical injustices, foster linguistic and 

cultural diversity, and empower marginalized communities, including Adiwasis, to reclaim 

their educational narratives and shape their own destinies. 
 

The colonial influence on modern education in Jharkhand is essential for contextualizing the socio-

cultural, political, and economic dynamics that have shaped the educational experiences and 

trajectories of Adiwasi communities from the colonial period to the present day [8]. 
 

V. Adiwasi Response of Modern Education in Jharkhand 
 

The introduction of modern education in Jharkhand elicited a diverse and nuanced response from 

Adiwasi communities. Faced with a novel educational system imposed by the colonial administration 

and missionaries, Adiwasis navigated a complex terrain of resistance and adaptation. While some 

individuals and communities resisted the encroachment on their indigenous knowledge systems and 

cultural practices, perceiving modern education as a threat to their identity and autonomy, others 
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recognized it as a potential avenue for socio-economic mobility. The Adiwasi response reflected a 

delicate balance between the preservation of cultural heritage and the pragmatic pursuit of 

educational opportunities, ultimately shaping a dynamic and multifaceted engagement with the 

transformative forces of modern schooling [9]. 
 

5.1 Transformational Impact 
 

The introduction of modern education in Jharkhand catalyzed a profound and multifaceted 

transformation within Adiwasi society, reshaping socio-cultural dynamics, economic opportunities, 

and political consciousness. By providing access to formal schooling, modern education facilitated 

the acquisition of literacy, numeracy, and vocational skills among Adiwasi communities, 

empowering individuals to navigate an increasingly interconnected world. Moreover, education 

served as a catalyst for social mobility, enabling Adiwasis to challenge entrenched hierarchies, assert 

their rights, and participate in mainstream political processes. However, the impact of modern 

education was not uniform, as it also engendered tensions between traditional values and external 

influences, contributing to complex negotiations of identity, agency, and belonging within Adiwasi 

communities [10]. 

 

5.2 Challenges and Opportunities 
 

The introduction of modern education in Jharkhand presented Adiwasi communities with a spectrum 

of challenges and opportunities. While education promised avenues for social mobility, economic 

advancement, and empowerment, it also posed formidable obstacles such as linguistic barriers, 

discrimination, and marginalization within the educational system. Adiwasi students often confronted 

institutionalized biases, inadequate infrastructure, and limited access to quality education, hindering 

their academic progress and perpetuating cycles of poverty and exclusion. Nevertheless, modern 

education also opened doors to new horizons, enabling Adiwasis to cultivate leadership skills, 

advocate for their rights, and participate in movements for social justice and cultural revitalization. 

Thus, the challenges and opportunities inherent in the educational landscape of Jharkhand 

underscored the complexities of navigating pathways towards inclusive and equitable development 

for Adiwasi communities [11]. 

 

5.3 Legacy and Continuity 
 

The legacy and continuity of modern education in Jharkhand have left indelible imprints on the 

socio-cultural fabric and educational landscape of Adiwasi communities. Through the establishment 

of schools, colleges, and universities, modern education has facilitated the dissemination of 

knowledge, cultivation of critical thinking skills, and promotion of academic excellence among 

Adiwasi youth [12]. Moreover, modern education has played a pivotal role in fostering 

intergenerational transmission of cultural heritage, as Adiwasi students engage in dialogues that 
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bridge traditional wisdom with contemporary insights. Despite persistent challenges such as 

inadequate infrastructure, linguistic diversity, and systemic inequalities, the legacy of modern 

education endures as a catalyst for social change, empowerment, and community development. As 

Adiwasi leaders, educators, and intellectuals continue to advocate for educational equity and cultural 

resilience, the legacy of modern education in Jharkhand underscores its enduring significance in 

shaping the aspirations, identities, and futures of Adiwasi communities for generations to come [13-

14]. 

 

VI. Conclusion 
 

The modern education in Jharkhand brought about profound transformations in Adiwasi society, 

shaping identities, aspirations, and socio-economic dynamics. Despite initial colonial neglect and 

missionary influences, education emerged as a catalyst for empowerment and advocacy, enabling 

Adiwasis to navigate complex socio-political landscapes and assert their rights. However, challenges 

such as cultural conflicts and educational inequities persisted, highlighting the need for continued 

efforts to address systemic barriers and promote inclusive development. Nonetheless, the enduring 

legacy of modern education underscores its pivotal role in shaping the trajectory of Adiwasi 

communities, fostering resilience, and paving the way for a more equitable future. 
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